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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road       ▪       Quakertown, PA 18951       ▪        610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 
 

MINUTES  
 

March 11, 2008 
 

Jim Brownlow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Jim 
noted for the record that the supervisors held an executive session before the meeting to discuss personnel and legal 
matters.   
 
All Supervisors Present: Karen Bedics, Jim Brownlow, Chuck Halderman, Barb Lindtner and Rob Zisko.   
Also present: Terry Clemons, Solicitor; Sandy Everitt, Secretary/Treasurer; Mark Laudenslager, Chief of Police; 
and Rich Schilling, Township Manager.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes of the April 19 and 26 meetings will be reviewed for adoption at the March 25, 2008, meeting. 
 

Bills for Approval 
 
Rob Zisko moved to approve the bills listed on the February 27 – March 11, 2008, bills list ($25,337.61) Karen 
Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  

 
Reports 

 
Road Department (posted) – Accepted as presented. Karen questioned line painting on roads that was discussed at 
the last meeting. Rich Schilling said Bob Wynn was working with Rich Pursell to coordinate this along with other 
scheduled work, and he will report about this at a future meeting. 
 
Code Enforcement (posted) – Accepted as presented.  
 
Police Department (posted on the website) – The police responded to 57 calls in February, which included 4 
accidents involving 5 vehicles with 2 injuries. Property valued at $3,840 was stolen with none recovered. On 
February 29, Chief Laudenslager and Officer McDonald attended a seminar on D.U.I. enforcement.  
 
Jim Brownlow noted that today was the final day of Chief Laudenslager’s probationary period. The supervisors are 
pleased with his performance, so effective tomorrow, Mark’s position as chief becomes permanent.   
 
Township Manager – Rich Schilling highlighted several items from his report. On February 26, he met with 
Senator Wonderling and Jim Brownlow on the proposed PPL line route and substation. On February 28, he met 
with Representative Paul Clymer, Jim Brownlow and Barbara Lindtner on the same issue. Also on February 28, he 
met with PPL representatives and Barbara Lindtner on the PUC filing. PPL provided the PUC Docket Filing 
Number⎯#A-2008-2022941.  
 
Rich received correspondence on March 4 from the Township Manager of East Rockhill Township regarding the 
possibility of Dave Taylor doing emergency building inspections for East Rockhill Township. After discussion with 
Dave, he gave tentative approval, pending Board approval.  Rich plans to do a multi-municipal agreement with East 
Rockhill which would in turn, utilize their building inspector for emergency inspections when Dave Taylor is not 
available. Dave would perform these inspections outside of his 40-hour workweek for Springfield Township. Rich 
will ensure that Dave is covered on East Rockhill’s Worker’s Compensation while he is doing their inspections.  
 
At the request of Representative Clymer, on March 6 Rich met with Paul Clymer, Dave Taylor Chuck Halderman 
and Barbara Lindtner to physically view the route PPL is proposing for the lines and substation.   
 
Karen asked is Rich had heard anything about the grant for the Farmer’s Market. Rich will follow up with them if 
funds are available and if our township is in the running for them.  
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Public Hearing  
 

Ordinance 148 – To Amend the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance #103.  Terry Clemens said that 
Bob Wynn had prepared a number of revisions for the SALDO to bring it in line with the newly adopted Zoning 
Ordinance. These changes included, in part, definitions, wetlands, and open space issues. Both the Springfield 
Township and Bucks County Planning Commissions reviewed the proposed ordinance. The BCPC noted a few 
areas that still needed addressing, and those areas were addressed prior to the advertising of the ordinance on March 
4 in The Morning Call. Terry opened the hearing for public comment. There being none, Terry asked for comments 
by the Supervisors. Rob Zisko questioned whether Article III, Section 410, Wetland Delineation, was a new 
section. Terry said that section was added to bring the SALDO in line with the new Zoning Ordinance. Terry added 
that this section specifically gives the Township the right to use their own consultants if there is some question 
about the information submitted by applicants’s consultants. Rob also questioned Article X, Section 520, relating to 
Sanitary Sewage Disposal reserve areas on land developments.  Terry noted that this applied to two or more 
contiguous lots. Rob asked if this applied to a single, existing, lot already perked and Terry said he did not believe 
this applied to the situation Rob was describing.  
 
Barbara Lindtner moved to adopt Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 148 as presented. Karen Bedics 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 

Public Comments on Agenda Items   
 

Francine Schmitt, Richland Township, requested information on how someone could present information at the 
PUC hearing. Terry said there would be a pre-hearing conference where issues would be discussed. It is his 
understanding that for someone to be recognized at that conference and then at the actual proceedings, they would 
need to file a protest. Terry stated that forms are available on the PUC website for filing a protest. Terry feels that 
the period for doing this is 60 days from the day the filing is advertised, which occurred in today’s newspaper. 
Terry was uncertain whether the 60-day period started from the first or second advertisement, so advised caution in 
waiting 60 days from this, the second advertisement about the hearing. Francine asked if she could provide 
additional information to the Board at the end of the meeting. Terry suggested that since the Township would be 
hiring a specialized attorney later in this meeting, it might be better for Mrs. Schmitt to enter her own protest and 
submit the information she has at her own hearing. He feels that the Township will want to the attorney who will 
work with the supervisors to guide them about the issues that would be best for Springfield to present at their own 
hearing. Her neighbor, David Clark (California Road), has also filed a protest to the PUC. Rich will have Mrs. 
Schmitt’s information copied for the Board.  

 
Planning Matters 

 
McArdle Subdivision (Round House Road) – Terry Clemons said that the applicant wants direction from the 
Board and the Planning Commission in an Executive Session before he submits another plan, which the Board 
requested he do at the last meeting. Karen asked whether the Planning Commission would change their position 
following further discussion with the applicant. Barbara Lindtner felt that the Planning Commission would not 
change their position. It was the consensus of the Supervisors after some further discussion to meet with the 
applicant and his consultants in executive session prior to the next Board meeting on March 25.   

 
Old Business   

 
1.  Act 537 Agreement with Consultant – Terry Clemons suggested some modifications to the contract submitted by 
Lombardo & Associates. These were agreeable to them, and Rich Shilling provided the modified agreement to the 
supervisors for execution. Karen Bedics moved  that the chairman be authorized to execute the revised contract 
agreement  between Lombardo & Associates and Springfield Township to undertake an update of the Township’s Act 
537 Plan. Barbara Lindtner seconded. Jim noted that this process would take at least a year and would cost $198,000. 
DEP will reimburse 50% of the cost upon completion of the project. Jim called for the question. The motion passed  
unanimously.   
 
2.  Revised Fee Schedule – This revision will bring the fees charged in line with the actual costs associated with 
permits, subdivisions, etc. Rich gave the supervisors a number of fee schedules from surrounding townships to review. 
Jim Brownlow clarified that it is his understanding that the fees being suggested were to cover administrative and 
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inspection costs to perform the reviews that are required, and that the township did not make money above the costs. 
Rich agreed that this was accurate, and that with the new Zoning Ordinance, the process of evaluating a plan is much 
more complex and would require more time. Rob pointed out that the higher fees would also affect township residents 
who would have to pay the higher fees. Rich pointed out the Universal Construction Code (UCC), which the Township 
adopted, designates structural changes require permits. Even if the Township opted out of the UCC, residents would 
need to go directly to the State, which would take a much longer time and would likely cost more than utilizing our own 
code enforcement officer. He pointed out that we are trying to provide what is best for residents at the best price we can 
to cover our costs. Chuck noted that in the past, although we charged an Application Fee, that money was lumped 
together with the escrow funds to cover the township’s engineering and legal costs during the subdivision or land 
development process. Rich added that the only funds previously received to cover administrative costs was the interest 
earned on the subdivision bank account and an annual $50 fee deducted from each active escrow account.   
 
Rob is not as concerned with fees for developers doing subdivisions, as he is concerned with the Zoning Hearing Board 
fees. He feels the new Zoning Ordinance will require many more people to go before the ZHB for things they want to 
do and the new fees are much higher. Barbara Lindtner feels that conversely, it is not fair to burden other taxpayers in 
the township to cover the costs of people going before the ZHB to do things on their personal properties. Jim Brownlow 
called for the question. Karen Bedics moved that Resolution 2008-005 setting the new fee schedule be adopted as 
presented. Barbara Lindtner seconded. Barbara noted that she had compared our new fees against the fee schedules of 
the neighboring townships and we are still below most of their fees. After additional discussion about the stormwater 
requirements, etc., Jim Brownlow called for the question. Voting Yes: Karen Bedics, Jim Brownlow, Chuck Halderman, 
Barbara Lindtner. Voting No: Rob Zisko.  
 
3.  Forestry Ordinance – Terry Clemons stated this amendment to the Zoning Ordinance was proposed by the Planning 
Commission. It is before the Board to authorize advertising for a public hearing. The majority of this ordinance relates 
to forestry issues.  Chuck Halderman moved to authorize Terry to advertise this ordinance to amend the Zoning 
Ordinance relative to definitions for stream and woodland protection and send it to the BCPC. Barbara Lindtner 
seconded. Rob Zisko questioned the meaning of the sections relating to “Even- and Uneven-age Management.”  Chuck 
noted that the State Forester had challenged our new Zoning Ordinance as being too restrictive. Bob Wynn prepared this 
revision to correct the areas of concern after he met with the DCR and the State officials. Rob requested that the 
Township Engineer explain the areas of the proposed ordinance at the next meeting so that the Board and public can 
understand them prior to taking action to adopt the ordinance and Bob Wynn will be asked to do this. Jim called for the 
question. The motion passed unanimously. 
  

New Business 
 

1.  End of Probationary period for Chief Laudenslager (covered under Police Report earlier in meeting) 
 
2.  Request from Springtown Water Authority to waive application fee for Stormwater Management review -   
The Water Authority presented a letter to Rich Schilling asking that the $100 application fee be waived and any 
funds remaining of the escrow after the Township Engineer completes his review also be refunded. Chuck 
Halderman moved that we waive the $100 application fee. Barbara Lindtner seconded.  Jim Brownlow noted that 
this deviated slightly from the previous discussion about waiving fees for some. The motion passed unanimously.  
  
3.  Selection of advisory Counsel for PUC matters – Rob Zisko moved that the Township appoint Scott Rubin as 
advisory counsel to the Township for the PPL Public Utility Commission (PUC) matter at a rate of $175 per hour. 
Barbara Lindtner seconded. Rob Zisko suggested that we add a condition to the motion to require Board 
authorization if Attorney Rubin’s fees exceed $10,000. Jim Brownlow does not feel that would be good to do 
because he wants it to be clear to PPL that we plan to follow through with this action. Jim feels this step is 
necessary to get the answers from PPL that we have been unable to get to this point. After additional discussion, 
Jim called for the question. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
4.  Acceptance of Financial Statement from CPA (Not available until the March 25 meeting) 
 
5.  Award of Stone Bid – Rich Schilling provided information from Bob Wynn outlining the difference between 
the two bids received. Rich Schilling discussed the two bids presented with Rich Pursell, and Rich Pursell feels that 
because Hanson’s bid was lower and they are closer, the township should award the bid to them. The Road 
Department will pick up the stone as it is needed. The two FOB bids are listed below: 
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 Plumstead Materials, Division of Naceville Materials  - $22,527.50 
 Hanson Aggregates BMC, Inc.     - $15,880.00   
 
Rob Zisko moved to award the stone bid to Hanson Aggregates BMC, Inc., at a total cost of $15,880.  Karen 
Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
6.  Park & Recreation Steering Committee – Karen moved to authorize advertising in The Morning Call and the 
Penny Power to find people interested in serving on a Parks & Recreation Steering Committee to gather 
information needed to move forward with this project. Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Correspondence 
 

Jim Brownlow noted that the supervisors received copies of the correspondence listed on the agenda. Rob Zisko 
asked whether action was required on the Marek Stormwater, March 4, 2008, letter written by Tim Fulmer. Rich 
Schilling indicated Dave Taylor will review the plan and if a waiver is being requested by the applicant, this 
decision will come to the Board for action at a later date. The Board requested follow-up information on this matter 
as it progresses.  
 
Barbara Lindtner asked for information on the February 26 memo from Bob Wynn regarding European Auto 
Salvage. She asked what action the township would take if the applicant feels that the action required of him is too 
expensive. Rich said that both the township and the Bucks County Conservation District would move forward in 
gaining compliance from the applicant. As Clemons, Richter, Walsh & Reiss also is solicitor for the BCCD, they 
will be involved with any hearings scheduled with BCCD relating to this situation. 
 

Public Comment  
 

Dennis Steskal  expressed his pride in the Board’s action in standing up against the PPL on behalf of the residents 
of the township. He is concerned that the neighboring townships and communities do not appear to understand the 
precedent that will be set if PPL is permitted to dictate to citizens what they will do.  
 
Rose Strong, chairperson of the Community Day Committee, indicated that the tentative date for this year’s 
Community Day event is August 23. She suggested the Supervisors consider staffing a Township Booth at this 
year’s event.   
 
Bruce Whitesell volunteered for one hour in the dunk tank at the Community Day event! Additionally, Bruce 
indicated that a group of eight people are working together to organize a citizens group called Springfield  Bucks 
PPL. They have registered a domain name for a website to keep citizens informed of progress on this issue. The 
purpose of the group is to raise awareness in the community about the issue, interact with citizens, and to raise 
money to help the supervisors on a grass roots basis with the issue. They are hoping to get a busload of people 
together to attend the PUC hearing. They also plan outreach to citizens of other townships in the area. As Bruce 
Whitesell came to this meeting too late to hear about how participation at the PUC hearing is accomplished, 
Barbara Lindtner volunteered to share this information with him after the close of the meeting. 
 
Francine Schmitt heard discussion about property purchased by PPL prior to the current situation, and she felt this 
indicated PPL was considering further action. The property she heard they bought is north of the substation site, 
and she is concerned about their intent for that property. She understands the property if 50 – 60 acres and is part of 
the Keller farm. Rich Schilling indicated that PPL owned the tract she is discussing from 1965 until they sold it to 
the Kellers in 2003. PPL no longer owns the property. Rob Zisko stated they also own over 80 acres between Mine 
and Salem Roads. Francine Schmitt shared various other concerns about PPL’s intent to hook into MetEd’s lines 
that run behind the property where the PPL substation is currently planned, and about information that is lacking in 
at least one of the environmental reports compiled by PPL. She is also concerned about the invasive plants that 
typically grow in the tracts where PPL lines run that may actually violate federal regulations. She also heard that 
Richland Township had filed a formal complaint with the PUC.  
 
Rich Schilling confirmed he talked with a staff member of the attorney for Richland Township who said they did 
file the paperwork in order to ensure they had a seat at the hearing. As the Board directed, Rich wrote letters to 
Richland Township, Coopersburg Borough, Upper Saucon Township and the Bucks County Commissioners. He 
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has not heard from the Commissioners, but has discussed the issue with the managers of the respective 
municipalities. Upper Saucon’s manager said PPL has been working with them in various ways, so he did not feel 
the supervisors would have a problem with the proposed line. The manager from Coopersburg said they did not 
have a problem with the line. Rich did request in his letter to the municipalities that they place Springfield 
Township’s request on their Board’s agenda so that their residents could react to our request.  
 
Barbara Lindtner urged Mrs. Schmitt to keep Rich Schilling informed by email as she gains additional information 
and he will keep the Board informed. The Board urged Mrs. Schmitt to encourage Richland Township to become 
supportive and involved. 
 
Bob Bell had some questions about the SALDO Ordinance discussion earlier regarding second septic sites for 
homes. His hypothetical question concerned whether a bathroom could be put in an accessory barn.   
 

Supervisors Comments 
 
Karen Bedics moved that the Board recognize Palisades High School’s Cybersonics Team, which took first place 
in a regional competition in Trenton, NJ, by presenting them with Certificates of Merit. Barbara Lindtner seconded; 
the motion passed unanimously.  Karen will attempt to get the names of the participants. 
 
Karen gave the Board copies of procedures, etc., that were established years ago to be used by the Agricultural 
Preservation Board. She asked the Board to look over this information in preparation for discussion at a future 
meeting. She does not feel that the procedures contained in the information are being followed. Rob Zisko, who 
works with the Ag Security Board, has never seen this information before, and he feels that much of the procedure 
in place was carried out by the former township manager, which may be why he was not aware of some of the 
information. Scott MacNair had done some work on procedures for the Ag Security Committee, but if a Resolution 
was already in place dictating procedure, he was not aware of it. The Board will review the various material given 
to them and reconcile what procedure is to be followed at a future meeting. Rich will give Terry Clemons a copy of 
the information provided to the Board by Karen. 
 
Chuck Halderman asked Terry Clemons whether the township could purchase gas and mineral rights on residents’ 
properties.  Terry thinks that if that purchase is related to preservation of open space, it would be permitted. Terry 
said one problem that occurred in a neighboring township is that the mineral rights on a property were sold before 
that landowner decided to pursue a conservation easement. In such a case, the mineral rights trumped the 
conservation easement. Terry’s understanding of what the township can require in a conservation easement differs 
from the county’s understanding. He feels the township can set standards about mining, etc., on easements for 
which township funds are used. If the township decides to move in the direction of buying mineral rights, he would 
do additional research on the issue.  
 
Chuck asked Terry and the Board if there was a way the Board could meet with the Zoning Hearing Board to 
discuss the role of an alternate, the procedure for selecting alternates, and how many members should be seated on 
the ZHB at a hearing. He also questioned whether a quorum (2 members) was adequate, or if they need to select an 
alternate if one is available. Rich spoke with Steve Imms, solicitor to the ZHB, and asked him to discuss procedures 
with the ZHB members. Rich indicated he had received a memo from the current ZHB chairperson stating his 
ultimate plan for the ZHB. Rich stated the Chairman wants to review the Comprehensive Plan, which Rich does not 
feel is appropriate as part of reviewing an application to the ZHB. Rich indicated that the only “plan” for how the 
ZHB should operate is contained within the Municipal Planning Code and the township’s Zoning Ordinance. Rich 
feels the ZHB should decide how to utilize alternates, using the two sources he mentioned, not the Board of 
Supervisors. Chuck pointed out that he feels there is a difference between the township’s ordinance and the MPC. 
His understanding is that the Zoning Ordinance says that when a member is going to be absent, an alternate should 
be obtained. He thinks the MPC states that as long as there is a quorum, the Board can conduct a hearing He wants 
to ensure that alternates are used, as required in our Zoning Ordinance. After additional discussion by the Board, 
Rich Schilling summarized the supervisors concerns he was hearing. If the Board of Supervisors does not receive a 
satisfactory resolution of concerns from Steve Imms and the Zoning Hearing Board, can they amend our Zoning 
Ordinance to reflect that: alternates must be utilized on a rotating basis, and that all the alternates will receive the 
paperwork related to each hearing to be informed in case they are called upon. Bruce Whitesell, an alternate on the 
ZHB, feels it is best for to try to resolve the problem at the Zoning Hearing Board level and he plans to do that in 
the near future.  
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Barbara Lindtner contacted Lynn Bush, Bucks County Planning Commission, to try to obtain a baseline plan for 
setting up a Parks & Recreation Committee, but so far has been unsuccessful in obtaining that plan. Karen Bedics 
thinks she may have a plan and if she does, will get a copy for the Board. 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 9:50 p.m., Jim Brownlow moved to adjourn the meeting. Chuck Halderman seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Everitt 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting: March 25, 2008 
Approved: March 25, 2008   


